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A Show of Heartfelt, Diverse Works 

 

 

MULTIFACETED Curt Belshe’s “Cherrytree” (2004), above. Left, Erik Odin Cathcart’s “Hiroshima.” Far left, Leslie 

Pelino’s “Fountain.” Upper left, “Golden” (detail) by Mimi Czajka Graminski. Below, “Audre Lorde Meets Abraham 

Lincoln” (2007) by Carla Rae Johnson. 
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“Golden” (detail) by Mimi Czajka 
Graminski. 

 

 
Leslie Pelino’s “Erik Odin Le ft: 

Cathcart’s “Hiroshima.”Fountain.” 
 
 

VISITORS to “For the Love of Art,” an 

exhibition opening next weekend in 

Peekskill, will experience a confluence of 

contrasts. The show includes works by 

more than 37 contemporary Hudson 

Valley artists, along with  

approximately 60 pieces by icons like 

Warhol, Picasso and Rembrandt. Media 

used run the gamut from painting, 

drawing, sculpture and photography to 
installations, collage and video. The 

contemporary artists come from diverse 

ethnic backgrounds; vary in age from 20s 

to 60s; and live from as far south as 

Mount Vernon and Irvington up to 

Hudson, Beacon and Catskill. All the 

artwork in the show is for sale; the 

contemporary pieces are priced at $800 to 

$8,000, while the masterworks are $5,000 

to more than “$100,000. 

 



The exhibition takes place in the Hat 

Factory, an 80,000-square-foot structure 

that was built in the late 19th century as a 

Catholic reform school for boys and was 

once the site of a factory where fedoras 

were made. 

The organizers of “For the Love of Art” are 

also a diverse group. The venture was led 

by Rick and Penny Yamet, sponsors of the 

show and owners of Yamet Arts, a fine arts 

dealership specializing in modern and old 

masters. Incorporated in 1965, Yamet Arts 

moved to the Hat Factory from Manhattan 

in 1999. “We wanted to celebrate our 10th 

anniversary in Peekskill,” Mrs. Yamet said. 

“We wanted to throw a party, give 

something back to the community.” 

Their landlord, Ben Green, a former 

singer and songwriter who took 

ownership of the Hat Factory from his 

father in 1998, suggested they celebrate 

with an exhibition. Since late 2007, Mr. 

Green has been hosting art events in the 

building, where a number of artists are 

tenants, and was pleased to offer several 

unoccupied areas for a show. 

“When you have a place this big, with 

such large spaces, you can have rather 

significant events with hundreds of 

people and great artwork,” Mr. Green 

said. 

Mr. Green and the Yamets joined forces 

with two figures in the Peekskill art 

scene: Jo-Ann Brody, a sculptor whose 

studio is in the Hat Factory, and Livia 

Straus, the founder and director of the 

Hudson Valley Center for Contemporary 
Art. The foursome assembled a team of 

curators — William Maxwell, an artist 

and co-owner of Maxwell Fine Arts in 

Peekskill; Kenise Barnes, of Kenise 

Barnes Fine Art in Larchmont; Michael 

Anthony Natiello, an artist and member 

of Collaborative Concepts in Beacon; 

Sara Pasti, the director of the Samuel 

Dorsky Museum of Art at SUNY at New 

Paltz; Kara Lenkeit, an art history 

graduate student; and Tilly Strauss, an 

artist. 

“We were trying to bring in a range of 

perspectives,” Ms. Brody said. “The 
show they put together is diverse in 

approach, the voices are unique and the 

quality is high.” 

The exhibition presents more than 7,000 

square feet of art, including Yamet Arts’ 

gallery of masterworks. As for the 

current work, Ms. Brody described it as 

“quite contemporary, in more than the 

sense that all the artists are living.” 

“It addresses contemporary issues using 

nontraditional materials,” she said. “This 
is not your standard paintings-on-the-

wall show. It’s all over the map.” 

“For the Love of Art” took its title from 

its opening on Valentine’s Day, as well 

as the participants’ growing commitment 

to sharing their love of art with one 

another and the community. Twenty 

percent of sales of works in the show 

will be donated to the Hudson Valley 

Center for Contemporary Art. Free 

admission to the center will be granted to 

anyone presenting a “For the Love of 

Art” announcement card. For six months 

after the opening of the exhibition, the 
contemporary artists involved will have 

their work featured on Yamet Arts’ Web 

site and the option of being represented 

by the gallery. 

The collaborative efforts among the 

organizers will continue, Mr. Green said. 

“Rick and I have discussed the 

possibility of making this an annual 

event,” he said. “We’ll have to see how 

this one goes, but I can definitely say 

that we will continue hosting art 
exhibitions at the Hat Factory and 

collaborating with the museum. Jo-Ann 

and I are now on our fifth project and 

have no intention of stopping, so I would 

anticipate an active summer.” 

 

“For the Love of Art” runs Feb. 14 to March 15 at the Hat Factory, 1000 North Division Street, Peekskill, in Suites 4, 10, 2B and 2E. 

Open 12 to 4 p.m. Admission is free. Opening reception, Feb. 15, 2 to 5 p.m. For more information: (914) 737-1646 or 

yametonarts.com. 

 

A version o f this article appeared in print on February 8, 2009, on page WE8 o f the New York edition. 


