
A former paneling warehouse on an

industrial block in Peekskill seems like

an unlikely showcase for important

paintings. But pass through the unas-

suming glass doors of the Hudson

Valley Center for Contemporary Art,

and you rethink that first impression.

The lofty, light-filled space is the per-

fect place to view new art, and since it

opened three years ago, it has been the

setting for a succession of thought-pro-

voking exhibitions.

This season, HVCCA takes on the

question of scale, with the two-part

show “Size Matters.” The works here

range from the miniature to the monu-

mental, and in each one, the size, far

from being random, is as important a

compositional element as color, line, or

medium.

Upstairs in the loft area, “XS” has

been on display since June and contin-

ues through November 10. This exhibi-

tion attests to the fact that the tight

confines of an extra-small picture

plane can inspire complex and original

artistic expression at least as well as a

larger canvas.

This idea, of course, flies in the face

of popular thinking about what con-

temporary art is supposed to look like.

Starting with the large-scale works of

the Abstract Expressionists, enormity

has been equated with importance. So

it takes a courageous artist to work

counter to the trend of many decades.

When paintings are this small (the

average size is about one square foot),

viewers are forced to inspect every

detail closely and to give due consid-

eration to every brush stroke.   Anj

Smith’s meticulously detailed fan-

tasies, for example, have an Eastern

sensibility and a careful composition

that extends to the outermost millime-

ters of the paintings. 

There is also an intimacy inherent in

the act of viewing small works.

Looking at Amy Bennett’s minute

images is like peering through a tele-

scope and inadvertently glimpsing dis-
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tant neighbors engaged in some

ambiguous, yet disturbing activity.

This is art that gets close-up and con-

frontational.

Of course, if it’s confrontation you’re

after, there’s nothing like a really, real-

ly big painting to stop you in your

tracks.  The second installment of

“Size Matters,” “XXL,” opening

September 16,  will feature 32 artists

from nine different countries. These

works are so big that they engage

nearly the entire visual field of the

viewer, simply demanding attention.

The exhibit includes German artist

Jonathan Meese’s 25-foot mixed media

exploration, incorporating photo-

graphs, found objects, journal papers,

graffiti tags, and splashy puddles of

paint. Another notable work is Yan

Pei-Ming’s “Red Self-Portrait,” an

image that, at almost twelve feet wide,

is about the size of a face on a drive-in

movie screen. 

Seeing both “XS” and “XXL” under

one roof is a rare opportunity to chal-

lenge your own conceptions about size

and art. Does size matter? You decide.

The Hudson Valley Center for

Contemporary Art is located at 1701

Main Street in Peekskill. The Center is

open Saturdays from noon to 6 pm,

and by appointment. For more infor-

mation, call (914)788-0100 or visit

www.hvcca.com.

Jackie Lupo is a freelance writer
specializing in the arts.

Amy Bennett, Against the Wall, 2006

Oil on canvas, 2” x 3.75”
Courtesy of the Barry Belkin Collection (Los Angeles)

Anj Smith, Appurtenancia, 2005

Oil on linen, 10” x 13.8”
Courtesy of Private Collection (New York)
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